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andcrafted Ales from the Award Winning Bre

ur AGM, held in the
Ent Shed at The
Gordon Arms, was

well attended, and I'd like to
thank all the staff at the
Gordon Arms for making it a successful night.
It was good to see so many members attend, and

I hope that this will encourage members to attend

future branch meetings. The buffet was excellent,
and our treasurer Mike Benyon did a wonderful
job of planning this. Officers elected at the AGM
were myself as Branch Chairman for another year,
Mike Benyon as Treasurer, lan Higgs as Secretary,

Neil Ratnett as Membership Secretary, Gary Mudd :
i lives up to.

as Social Secretary, Peter Argyle as Branch
Contact, Pubs Officer and Newsletter Distribution,
Fytton Rowland as Firkin Editor, Peter Lamswood
as Branch Webmaster and Lynne Ratnett as
Branch Auditor. Other committee members are
Jeanette Manning, John Martin, Paul Weston,
Geoff Foll and John Cowell. | would like to thank
all Branch officers and committee, old and new,
for giving up their time to help our branch. If any
member has any suggestions or queries about our
branch, feel free to contact me or any other
committee member.

Chairman’s Corner

i Our annual outing took us up to the Black Coun-
i try, and a fantastic day was had by all | enjoyed all
i the breweries and pubs we visited, and the walk

down the canal in the middle provided a welcome
break for most of those who came. Bill Roffe
represented us on the joint Bedfordshire branches

¢ day trip to London, and it proved a very interesting

outing. Articles on both these trips appear in this issue.

Our September outing that Gary is planning as
his first social is a Saturday trip to CAMRA
National Club of the Year 2010, tthe Rushden
Historical Transport Society Social Club. This was
called ‘a hidden gem’ in our last issue — a name it

The Bedford Beer and Cider Festival in the Corn
Exchange, Bedford, is on 6th to 9th October, and
we hope to see you there, members and non-
members, having a good time as usual. See fuller

details in this issue.

Anyone who has an article that they think would
be interesting to our readers, do not be shy, send
it in to our Editor
Don Allan
Branch Chairman

Nottingham brewer crowned king of the Castle!

After a year of local tasting panels and regional
heats leading up to the finals, CAMRA has an-
nounced that Castle Rock (of Nottingham) brew-
ery's Harvest Pale has been crowned the 'Best
Beer in Britain’. Harvest Pale, which has an ABV of
3.8%, is described in CAMRA's Good Beer Guide
2010 as ‘blonde and refreshing with distinctive
citrus hop.’

Overall winners
Champion Beer of Britain - Castle Rock, Harvest Pale
(3.8% ABV, Nottingham) — also best Golden Ale

Second - Timothy Taylor, Landlord (4.3% ABV,
Keighley, West Yorkshire) — also best Best Bitter

Third - Surrey Hills, Hammer Mild (3.8% ABV,
Guildford, Surrey) — also best Mild

Other category winners:
Bitter - RCH, PG Steam

(3.9% ABV, Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset)

Strong Bitter - Thornbridge, Jaipur IPA

i (5.9% ABV, Bakewell, Derbyshire)

: Speciality Beer - Amber, Chocolate Orange Stout

(4% ABV, Ripley, Derbyshire)

{ Winter Beer (announced in January 2010)
¢ Elland, 1872 Porter

(6.5% ABV, Elland, West Yorkshire)

i Bottled Beer (sponsored by Travelodge)
i St Austell, Admiral's Ale
i (5% ABV, St Austell, Cornwall)

Join 110,000 members of CAMRA and help fight for Britain's beer heritage 3



It’s Time for
a Festival!

BEDFORD's own "Octoberfest” is back soon.
CAMRA's 33rd annual celebration of real ale,
cider, perry and foreign beer will be held at the
Corn Exchange in St Paul’s Square, from Wednes-
day 6th to Saturday 9th October. Founded by
local CAMRA members, the festival has been held
every autumn since 1978. It has grown, first to
include cider and perry, then by spreading upstairs
to include a dedicated foreign beer bar. The 33rd
annual festival looks like being as attractive as ever.

110 Real ales and 30 ciders

The festival will be similar to last year, with about
110 different real ales, about 30 brands of real
cider and perry, and a wide range of draught and
bottled beers from Belgium, Germany and other
European countries. All draught real ales and ciders
will be dispensed by gravity, direct from the cask.

i Although only a handful of Bedfordshire pubs sell
real cider or perry (made from pears), the popularity
i of these traditional fermented fruit drinks has

i earned cider a regular place in the festival's title.

i As with real ale, there is a huge difference

i between real cider or perry and the processed keg
ciders usually offered in Bedfordshire. CAMRA has
i proclaimed October as “Cider and Perry Month”.

i The festival will sell no keg beers or processed

¢ ciders, nor will any of the products on sale be dis-
pensed under gas pressure, as you might expect

i from the Campaign for Real Ale. The full beer and

¢ cider lists will be posted on our website at

¢ www.northbedscamra.org.uk during September
and will be printed in the free souvenir pro-

i gramme given to visitors.

33rd BEDFORD

D
FESTIVALER

Real ale is cool
i Every indoor beer festival has trouble keeping real

4 The Firkin — 3,000 copies every quarter distributed to local pubs and clubs

ales in good condition. Despite air conditioning,
the main hall is bound to warm up during an
evening session packed with up to 800 people, but
heat is not good for beer. To ensure that only high
quality beers are served, the festival will use
power chillers and cooling jackets around the
casks. The pint delivered to your glass will remain
in good condition throughout the week.

Foreign beer and food
As well as British real ales,
cider and perry in the
main hall, the foreign beer
bar in the Howard Room
upstairs will offer a wide
range of speciality draught
and bottled beers from Belgium, Germany and
other countries. The organisers will try to include
beers from Bamberg, Bedford's twin town in
Bavaria. The Howard Room and adjacent balcony

also provide a quiet area for sitting out and enjoy-

ing hot and cold meals and snacks from the Corn
Exchange catering service. A varied menu will be
available every lunchtime and evening.

Lined glasses mean full pints

Visitors will be issued festival glasses sponsored
by Wells Eagle IPA for £2 sale or return. If you
like the glass, take it home as a souvenir. All
glasses will be oversized and lined for pint and
half-pint, supporting CAMRA’s campaign for full
measure. Colin the regular engraver will gladly
personalise your glass or other objects for you, but
engraved glasses cannot be returned for refunds
when you leave.

musical close on Saturday evening. The Bedford
i Morris Men are expected to perform in the hall
i around Saturday lunchtime, probably with one or
i two guest teams.

i Buy your Good Beer Guide here

i Colleagues from CAMRA East Beds Branch will run
i the CAMRA shop and tombola, offering a range of
i shirts, books, breweriana and souvenirs from
CAMRA and various breweries. Books will include

i the brand new Good Beer Guide 2011, hot off the
¢ press. You can also win a host of attractive prizes

i on the tombola.

CGOoD

OUT NOW!

Buy a copy at the Bedford
Beer and Cider Festival

Entertainment

There will be live music in the main
hall on Wednesday and Saturday
evenings. Popular local entertainer Dr
Busker and his notorious musical wit
will get the festival off to a start on
Wednesday, while singer Hayley
Strangelove will bring the event to a

i Help local charity

The cloakroom service in the basement will be run
i by the Bedford Lions to raise funds for local chari-
! ties. Please give generously.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >

CAMRA - 35 years campaigning for real ale and real pubs in Bedfordshire 5
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Tel 01733 370500

Visit Our Other Pubs:

The Globe
43 Winfield Road,
Dunstable LU6 1LS

01582 512300

SOUTH BEDFORDSHIRE
PUB OF THE YEAR 2008

Brewery Tap
Shefford

01462 628448

Wellington Arms
40 Wellington Street, Bedford

BEDFORDSHIRE PUB OF
THE YEAR 2008

01234 308033

The Elm Tree
Orchard Street, Cambridge
01223 502632

Support your local pub — don’t give them an excuse to close it!

Arrive early — but no children please

Check the poster in this issue for opening hours
and evening admission charges. Everyone gets in
free before 5p.m., and there is always a queue at
the door by mid-evening on Friday. CAMRA
members get in free at any time. If you plan to
come several times, why not join CAMRA on day
one and get in free for the rest of the week?

The hall lift will be available for visitors with

restricted mobility. Ask festival staff at the door to

arrange lift access direct from the street. To make
the best use of space for drinkers, the organisers
regret that no one under age 18 will be admitted
to the festival.

Pass-outs for smokers

Although smoking is prohibited inside the Corn
Exchange, smokers and others will be allowed
short pass-outs into the street, leaving their
glasses with door staff inside. Drinking alcohol in
the street is not permitted.

Don't drink and drive

If you must drive to the festival, take advantage of

i our free soft drinks, and make sure someone else
i drives the next day. Even better, take a bus, train
i or taxi home.

Staff needed!

We welcome new volunteers to work at the
Festival. Please call 01234 344388 or
complete the online staffing form at
www.northbedscamra.org.uk

Sponsor a
beer cask!

Put your business on the bar by sponsoring a
cask of real ale at Bedford Beer & Cider
Festival.For just £50, your company name and
logo will be posted on the beer stillage
throughout the four-day festival. Call 01234
344388 or visit www.northbedscamra.org.uk

LIVE MUSIC
WED, FRI + SAT

Pot Belly
Best £2.00

Oakham Ales
Inferno £2.20

Greene King
IPA £2.20

Plus 5 Guest Al
at all times

Pig n Falcon - St Neots

CAMRA discount 30p a pint, 10p half pint
(exluding beers on the left)
Open 10am (1lam Sunday) tl’ late

New reduced prices as from August!
www.PignFalcon.co.uk

BREWS TO DATE

376
FROM 9 /4 /09
Huntingdonshire CAMRA

MOST IMPROVED
PUB OF THE YEAR

2010

Monday - Sunday!

Tel 07951 785678 — New St, St Neots — PE19 1AE

Closing date for next issue — 18th October 2010



Bedford Beer & Cider Festival

Com Exchange, St Paul’s Square, Bedford MK40 1SL
Wed 6™ - Sat 9 October 2010

33rd BEDFORD
BEER & CIDER
FESTIVAL

Over 100 real ales
30 ciders / perries

beers
Opening hours :pc < / Entertainers
Wed 4-11pm <]1 P/ Wed eve: Dr Busker
Thu-Sat 11.30am-11pm Sat lunch: Bedford Morris Men
Admission Sat eve: Hayley Sfrangelove

Other attractions

Souvenir glass £2 sale or return
Tasty hot and cold food

Free soft drinks

FREE before 5pm
From 5pm: Wed £2, Thu £3, Fri £5,Sat £1
CAMRA members free at all fimes

Evening pass-outs for smokers

Wheelchair access to all floors Tombola
NO ONE UNDER AGE 18 Clothing, books and gifts
Engraver

Sponsor a cask of ale!

£50 puts your business on the bar
Phone 01234 344388 or via website

Volunteers needed!
Phone 01234 344388
or use e-form on website

CAMRA North Bedfordshire

www.northbedscamra.org.uk

¥ Autumn Beer Festivals

St Ives Booze on the Ouse Beer Festival
Thu 16 to Sat 18 September at St lvo Recreation
Centre, Westwood Road, St Ives PE27 6WU. Open
Thu/Fri 5-10.45, Sat 12-10. Admission Thu £1 5-

CAMRA members free at all times. Over 55 real
ales plus real cider and foreign beers, souvenir
glasses, tombola and CAMR A shop, food in all
sessions, free soft drinks for drivers. See display ad
in this issue. www.huntscamra.org.uk

19th Letchworth Garden City Beer

& Cider Festival

Thu 23 to Sat 25 September at Plinston Hall,
Broadway, Letchworth SG6 3NX (near railway
station). Open Thu 5-11, Fri/Sat 12-11. Admission
£1 Fri before 5pm, £2 at all other times, CAMRA
members free. About 50 real ales including local
beers, excellent selection of cider and perry, plus
draught and bottled foreign beers, hot and cold
food, tombola and CAMRA shop. No music —

a quiet festival. www.camranorthherts.org.uk

Great Central Railway Beer Festival,
Loughborough

Fri 24 to Sun 26 September at Loughborough
Central Station, Great Central Road, Loughbor-
ough. Leics LE11 TRW. Admission £3 (£1 after

8 pm), free to CAMRA members. Live music and
food. East Midlands Trains direct from Bedford to
Loughborough Midland station, then a short walk.
Formore details, phone 01509 230726

St Albans Beer Festival

Wed 29 September to Sat 2 October, Alban Arena,
Civic Centre, St Albans. Open Wed 12-11, Thu-Sat
11-11. Admission prices vary, CAMRA members
free all times. Advance tickets available via
website. Over 350 real ales, plus cider and perry,
bottle-conditioned beers and a wide range of
foreign beers. Daily breweriana auctions, tombola,
prize quiz Saturday, live music each evening. See
display ad in this issue. Easy journey by train from
Bedford. www.stalbansbeerfestival.com

33rd Bedford Beer & Cider Festival
Wed 6 to Sat 9 October, Corn Exchange, St Paul’s

i Square, Bedford MK40 1SL. Open Wed 4-11,

i Thu-Sat 11.30-11. Admission free up to 5pm and
i to CAMRA members at all times. For evening
admission prices and other details, see full-page
7pm then £2, Fri £1 5-7pm then £3, Sat £1 all day, i
i and cider lists on website.

¢ www.northbedscamra.org.uk

display opposite. Further details including full beer

i Oxford Beer Festival

i Thu 14 to Sat 16 October at Oxford Town Hall, St
i Aldates St, Oxford. Open Thu 5-11, Fri 11-11, Sat
11-8. Admission £2, CAMRA members £1. About

i 140 real ales plus cider and perry. Easy journey by
i X5 express bus from Bedford.
http://oxfordcamra.org.uk

i Nottingham Robin Hood Beer

i & Cider Festival

Thu 14 to Sun 17 October in grounds of Nottingham
i Castle (Old Market Square Tmin). Open Thu-Sat
{ 11-11, Sun 12-3 (subject to beer and cider
stocks). Admission Thu-Sat £5, CAMRA members
i £2.50, Sun free. Advance tickets available via
website. More than 700 real ales plus ciders,

i perries and country wines, hot food. Live music

¢ from Victorian bandstand. East Midlands trains
from Bedford. www.nottinghamcamra.org

i 4th Cambridge Octoberfest

Fri 15 to Sat 16 October at University Social Club,
i Mill Lane (bus station 5 min). Open Fri 5-10.30,
Sat 12-10.30. Admission £2.50, CAMRA members
i free. About 40 real ales including continental-style
specials, mainly from local brewers, plus German

i draught and bottled beers, including beers from

i the Munich Oktoberfest. Regular X5 express bus
from Bedford. www.cambridgebeerfestival.com

i Concrete Pint: Milton Keynes Beer Festival
Wed 27 to Say 30 October at the Pitz, Woughton

i Campus Leisure Centre, Leadenhall, Milton Keynes
i MK6 5EJ. Open Wed 5-11, Thu-Sat 12-11. Admis-

i sion £3 Thu/Fri after 5pm, CAMRA members free.
Over 50 real ales, cider and perry, hot food. Live

i music Thu and Sate eves. Use X5 bus from Bedford
i to CMK, then local route 5. See display ad in this

i issue. www.mkcamra.org.uk

Read the Firkin online at www.northbedscamra.org.uk 9
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Don't drink and drive e train or bu

www.stalbansbeerfestival.com

29th Sept - 2nd Oct
%’ NA ALBAN ARENA, ST ALBANS

OVER 300 REAL ALES

plus
CIDERS, PERRIES & FOREIGN BEERS

Wednesday 29 Sept 12noon - 11pm £2.50 (£2 before 4pm)
Thursday 30th Sept 11am - 11pm £2.50 (£2 before 4pm)
Friday 1st Oct 11am - 11pm £3 (£2 before 4pm)
Saturday 2nd Oct 11am - 11pm £4 (£3 before 4pm)

CAMRA MEMBERS FREE AT ALL TIMES

Ticket Box Office 01727 844488
(no advance tickets Saturday)

SATURDAY NIGHT IMA
LIVE ON STAGE - M
CLIMAX BLUES BAND | ™ bLues sand

BE ADMITTED SEAIBERE
Contact: realales@yahoo.com B

Pub News

Cock, Wootton

A warm welcome to new landlords Daniel and
Steve, who recently moved from Devon to this
popular corner pub in the centre of the village.
Home-cooked meals, including Friday fish specials
at £6.95, are served daily except Sunday and
Tuesday evenings. Wells Eagle IPA is available on
handpump. The pub is open all day at weekends
and there is live music every Saturday evening,
acoustic musis every other Tuesday and a quiz on
the first Sunday evening of the month.

Call 01234 764350.

Victoria Arms, Wilden

Hello again to Vicky Crooks, who has moved a few
miles from the Salutation to this attractive village
pub not far out of Bedford. Greene King IPA and

other real ales .
areavailable, but we
have yet to find out
more about her
plans. Call 01234 =
772146. =
b

Bull, London Road, Bedford
A warm welcome to new managers Gary and Liz
Cummins at this large suburban local south of the
river. Originally from Lancashire, they have devel-
oped an interest in real ale and hope to expand
the range available at the Bull. Current ales are
Greene King IPA, Abbot, Old Speckled Hen and a
guest ale. A new food menu is now available, with
regular feature evenings — Bike Meet Monday,
Open Mic Night Tuesday, Poker Night Thursday
and Quiz Night Sunday. Call 01234 355719.

Cricketers Arms, Goldington Road, Bedford

i We are delighted to hear that landlord Paul Davies
can now order beers from the SIBA direct delivery
i scheme, as well as from the Punch Taverns list.

i Local SIBA breweries that may supply the Crick-

i eters include B&T, Great Oakley, Oxfordshire Ales,
Potton, Potbelly, Tring and White Park. Call 01234

i 303958 or visit www.cricketersarms.co.uk

i Fox & Hounds, Clapham

i A welcome to returner Mark Jeffreys, who took

i over this prominent pub at the north end of the
village back in March. Mark ran the Star further

i down the high street from 1997 to 2002. Real

¢ Wells Eagle IPA and Bombardier are available on

i the pumps, with a regular guest ale possible in the
future. Bar meals are available lunchtimes and

i evenings. Mark is encouraging new sports teams

i and regular events with the aim of re-establishing
¢ the Fox & Hounds as a local community pub.
Further information on the website

i www.foxandhoundsclapham.co.uk

i Royal Oak, Roxton

i Hello again to Richard Coop, who moved recently
i from the Gate at Harrowden to take on the Royal
i Oak in this small village just off the A1 and A421.

Real Wells Eagle IPA and Bombardier are available.
Call 01234 870361.

Prince of Wales, Bromham

The item on change of hands here in our last issue
was a bit premature, as the pub has been closed
all summer for major refurbishment. More news
when it re-opens.

Read the Firkin online at www.northbedscamra.org.uk 11



Dark (beer) doings in
The Black Country

orth Beds CAMRA’s summer all-day
excursion this year went to The Black
Country on 10th June. Our destinations:

five brewery taps. The region is famous for its
milds, and we sampled many of those.

First stop after the thirsty journey from Bedford
was the Beacon Hotel at Sedgley, home of Sarah
Hughes Brewery — Sarah Hughes was the grand-
mother of the current licensee, John Hughes, and
she founded the brewery in 1921. The pubiis a
listed building of very traditional design — four
small rooms are supplied from an ornate Victorian
carved servery in the centre. Most people started
gently with Amber Ale (4% abv) to wash down
their cheese-cob lunch. But the high spot was
Dark Ruby Mild, a 6% beer — who said milds are
weak? — that has won many awards. We couldn't
visit the brewery, which is of traditional tower
design atop the pub.

Park Inn interior

Next stop was the Park Inn at Woodsetton, home

of the much larger Holden’s Brewery, which lies
behind the pub. Holden's have about twenty tied
houses in the area, and produce five cask ales
regularly. Your reporter tried halves of the mild —
a conventional 3.7% one this time — and Golden
Glow, a nice hoppy golden bitter at 4.4%.

Back to architectural history at the Old Swan at

i Netherton next, a brewpub
i whose name is also the
beer brand.

i The pub has expanded by
¢ knocking through into the
i terraced house next door,
i but both buildings have

i retained their Victorian

i character, inside and out.
¢ Their typical Black Country
mild retailed at £1.80 per po2con interior
i pint, and we also sampled

¢ Entire, their award-winning premium bitter.

i To work up an appetite (and thirst) most of the

i party walked to the next stop, along the towpath
i of the Dudley No. 1 canal. From the foot of the

¢ Delph flight of locks, a steep uphill half-mile
brought us to the pub with two names — officially
i The Vine at Brierley Hill, but better known locally
i as the Bull and Bladder. Batham's is brewed here
¢ and is sold through nine other houses as well.

We tried the mild again — a bit thin at 3.5% - but
i the bitter (4.3%) had a lovely aroma and a

i sweetish flavour.

The final stop, for supper and a brewery visit, was
i the Windsor Castle at Lye. This building, which
i became a pub only recently, stands in front of the
¢ Sadler’s Brewery, which was founded in 2004,
thus contrasting strongly with Sarah Hughes.

The Vine

12 CAMRA - campaigning 35 years for real ale and real pubs in Bedfordshire

Paul & Emma offer you
a Warm Welcome

Darts & Skittles ® Food * Gardens

sky SPORTS B
Cask Ale is our Speciality

Windsor Castle
The mild here was a 4% Black Country Dark Mild
with hints of chocolate, but the high spot was

Mud City Stout, which demands respectful drinking
at 6.6%. The brewer presented some of us with
bottles from the last-ever case of the bottle- :
conditioned version of Mud City — future bottlings
will not be bottle-conditioned. :

And then it was home to Bedford, reached after
11 p.m. after an enjoyable day in one of Britain's
finest beer regions.

T: 01234 771398 W: www.polhillarms.co.uk
Wilden Road, Renhold, Bedford, Bedfordshire, MK41 0JP

THE 15TH HENLOW
BEER FESTIVAL

ENGINEERS ARMS, HIGH STREET, HENLOW, BEDS.
www.englneersarms.co.uk

WEDNESDAY 20TH - SUNDAY 24TH OCTOBER
WEDNESDAY NIGHT "THE INCREDIBLE DR BUSKER"

COMMEMORATIVE FESTIVAL GLASSES

FEATURING OVER 100 TRADITIONAL
REAL ALES, CIDERS AND PERRIES
OPEN ALL DAY EVERY DAY FROM 12PM
FREE ADMISSION, SNACKS AVAILABLE DAILY.
BBQ THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENING.
01462 812284
LOCAL HOTEL OFFERING SPECIAL FESTIVAL RATES - CALL
THE AIRMAN HOTEL. - 01462 850853 QUOTE REF FEST.10
NEAREST TRAIN STATION:- ARLESEY (KINGS X - PETERBOROUGH)
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT CAMPING OR CARAVANNING
FACILITIES CALL 01462 812645

s

THE ENGINEERS ARMS
A GEMUINE FREEHOUSE

Join 110,000 members of CAMRA and help fight for Britain's beer heritage 13




A Summer Evening’s Walk

Editor’s note: The walk reported here is the last event organised by John Martin before his retirement as
Socials Organiser of CAMRA — Gary Mudd has now replaced him. The whole branch would like to put on
record its gratitude to John for all thehard work he has put in organising enjoyable excursions for us over

the years.

n 12th August we had an evening'’s walk
Ofrom pub to pub, starting at The Pheasant
i was accommodating, finding us enough chairs and

an extra table so that we could sit as one group.

on Kimbolton Road and working our way
into town. The Pheasant is a traditional estate
pub, recently refurbished. It has one large bar
with a restaurant area at one end. There are a
sizable garden, a patio and a children’s play area.
It is a popular local — when | arrived, there were
lots of people there, some having a meal. It is a
Wells house, selling three cask beers from the
Bedford brewery. | had Eagle IPA that went down
very easily. It has a welcoming atmosphere with
pleasant and efficient staff. Gradually other
CAMRA members turned up, and when it became
time to move on we were ten in number.

Bluebell on Putnoe Lane

After about fifteen minutes walk, we arrived at
the Bluebell on Putnoe Lane. This has a conserva-
tory and an outside area, and a riot of colourful
hanging baskets. The pub was quiet, and there
was only Courage Best on draught, but that was in
good form and went down well. Whilst we were
there our number increased by a member who
had walked all the way from Ampthill Road; now
there's dedication to the cause!

Leaving the Bluebell, we cut across a park to The
Queen’s Tavern on Queens Drive, another estate-
style building next to a row of shops. Itisa

i The last stop was the Crick-
i eters Arms in Goldington

i Road, where we were faced
¢ with a choice of six real

i ales. The Cricketers is a
single-bar pub on two lev-

i els, and although it is

i owned by Punch Taverns

i the landlord has some flex-
i ibility on purchasing beers.
i Altogether, a healthy and pleasant evening, and it
i was encouraging to find so many pubs selling real
i ale to good standard.

Greene King two-bar locals’ pub with IPA on hand
pump, which was in good condition. The landlord

White Horse

i Then off to more familiar territory, the White

i Horse on Newnham Avenue, always popular with
CAMRA members. It was a music night but luckily
! i we had a table reserved at the other end of the

| i bar so we could hear ourselves talk. Nigel, the

i landlord, had laid on food for us, which was
certainly well received as we had now walked

i nearly two miles.

John Martin

14 Write to the Firkin at 73 Dudley Street, Bedford MK40 3TA

Bedford’s
Premier

compre
wide selection of Li
excellent prices
free advice
and a happy
smiling face
HELPLINE
01234 353856

15 Union Street, Bedford MK40 2SF

Opening Hours:
Tuesday to Saturday 9.30am to 5pm
Bank Holiday Saturdays 9.30am to 2pm

The Cock Inn

2 Bedford Rd, Wootton, Beds MK43 9]T

This traditional village
_ local offers something
for everyone, a cosy
lounge bar where you
can relax with a drink or
enjoy one of our dishes
from our new menu.
A Public bar where you can enjoy a game of pool, darts
or listen to our Free Juke Box, as well as a large safe
enclosed garden, with parking.

Choose from a selection of fine wines, by the glass or
bottle or a pint of Charles wells Award Winning ales,
all served in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.

Food served - Traditional Pub food, Jackets, Sandwiches,
Salads why not try a hand finished burger add your choice

heese.
of cheese Bring your Party to Us
Sundmy Roast £7.95 Book Now for Xmas
choice of two meats o)
and a vegetarian option. IO /O Off
With this advert!

Call us on 01234 764350

ﬁ:iun

Published every three months by the North Bedfordshire
Branch of CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale.

The Firkin is produced and distributed by volunteers to
most pubs and clubs in Bedfordshire north of a line
joining the M1, Clophill, Shefford and Tempsford.

We welcome correspondence and any relevant features
for publication. Views expressed here may not be those
of the Editor, the Campaign for Real Ale, or its North
Bedfordshire Branch.

Items for publication in the next issue should reach the
Editor by the date at the foot of this page.

Edited by Fytton Rowland

73 Dudley Street, Bedford MK40 3TA Tel 01234 303221
fytton@googlemail.com

Printed by Lodge Printers Ltd, Unit 3, Houghton Hill
Industries, Houghton Hill Farm, Houghton, Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire PE28 2DH

Design and Layout by Tamoko Design Tel: 0845 838 7581
© Campaign for Real Ale Ltd 2010

Trading Standards

If you complain to a licensee about short measure, lack
of a visible price list or a misleading product promotion
and do not get a satisfactory response, call Consumer
Direct on 08454 040506, or contact an adviser through
the website at www.consumerdirect.gov.uk

e-mail officers via our website
www.northbedscamra.org.uk

Chairman and Festival
Don Allan — 01234 752379

Socials
Gary Mudd - 01234 741871
bedsocks@tiscali.co.uk

Finance
Mike Benyon

Pubs
Peter Argyle — 01234 822698
nbcamra@peterargyle.plus.com

Membership
Neil Ratnett — 01234 344388
membership_nbeds@btinternet.com

Newsletter

Fytton Rowland
fytton@googlemail.com
Website

Peter Lamswood

CAMPAIGN
FOR
REAL ALE
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QOOO MEMBERS!

Join CAMRA today...

in our quest to reach 200,000 members!
Complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive three months
membership free and a fantastic discount on your membership subscription.
Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed
form, visit www.camra.org.uk or call 01727 867201, All forms should be addressed
to Membership Secretary, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, ALI 4LW.
Your Details
Title.......... Surname
FOPERAMBLEY s o amis
Date of Birth (ddimmiyyyy)
ANTRAPES cviscsmanssssassvussass s Soms s e A S S SR
Direct Debit Non DD
Single Membership o[ ] 20
..... Postcode ...oocoonninnsinnisninns (UK & EU) :
Evisailaddrises Joint Membership £25 £27 |
"""" {Partner at the same address)
Tl INO (5] cevnveeenrerrmeine i ssee s For Young Member and concessionary rates please visit
www.camra.org.uk or call 01727 867201.
Partner’s Details (if Joint Membershi
(if) P) | wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and agree to abide
Title Simate by the Memorandum and Articles of Association.
| enclose a cheque for
FOTENAME(S) cvuvveeeeeeeeeecrerceeseeeec s see e sere st ene s s s enennes
Date of Birth (ddimmiyyyy) c.eeeeeereeeeseeesereeseesresseseneeenens SIENEM e s Date ..o
Applications will be processed within 21 days 0709
Instruction to your Bank or BT B
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit Debit §° @Deﬁﬂ'
i s Piease fil in the form and send to: Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALL LW This fﬁ:ﬁ?mm be pm:dmd
It:::::ll postal address of your Ba;::orri:nlill::::o:::i«r migiwn Identification Number The Dil’ect Debit
|9 2|6|| 2|9| Guarantee

Address.

FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE OMLY
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building Society

B This Guarantee is offered by 2B Banks
and Budding Secieties that take parc in

the Direct Debit Scheme. The efficiency
Membership Mumber and security of the Scheme is
Posteds manitored and protected by your

Mame own Bank er Building Sociery.
Mame(s) of Account Holder (s)
| | Pastcode

If the amowns o be paid or the
payment daces change CAMPBA will
notify you |0 warking dirs in advance:
of your account being debiced ar as
otherwise sgreed.

If an ervor is made by CAMRA or
your Bank or Building Sociaty, you ara
puarantoed a full and immediate
refund fram your beanch of the

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society

Bank or Building Society Account Number

|| [ [ |

Branch Sort Code

Plexse pay CAMRA Direct Debits from the accownt detsiled on

this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct
‘ Diebit Guarantee. | understand thar ths instruction may remain
with CAMRA and, if 5o will be passed electronically to my
Bank/Building Saciety.

UOQIAS S PAUIEIR) PUT PHPTIR

amount pald.
Signature[s) B o1 2 Direct Dishis
fou can cancel a Direct Diebic at any
Reference Number time by writing to your Bank ar
T T Dare Building Society. Pleass 2ka send 2
ANEEEENENEEREEREER Coy oy e 3 .

Bards and Building Sacieties may not scceps Direct Debir Instructions for some types of account,

ast year a joint outing of all three Bedford-
I shire Camra branches was held to pubs in

Belgravia. This year it was decided to go to
visit some historic pubs in east London.

So on Saturday 24th July | found myself outside
the Grapes in Limehouse along with about 20
others from East, North and South Beds. The
Grapes is a long narrow pub with a small veranda
out over the river. Most of us managed to squeeze
onto the veranda and get a view of the river.

After a pint of O’Hanlon’s Goldblade it was then
on to the Prospect of Whitby, a half mile walk
along the Thames. Although it is called the River-
side walk there are buildings on the river bank, so
you only get the occasional stretch beside the
river.

The Prospect of Whitby is somewhat larger than
the Grapes but very popular. It has an outside
drinking area on the first floor overlooking the
river. Here | tried the ‘new’ Young's London Gold,
formerly called Kew Gold and now available on
draught all year round.

The next pub was across the river on the south
side, so we took the short walk to Wapping

; station to catch an East London line train to

i Rotherhithe. This line is now part of the London

¢ Overground. It has been extended and refur-

¢ bished and has brand new trains. Unfortunately
none of our One Day Travel Card tickets was

i recognised by the new ticket machines and we

i had to be let through by the ticket office staff. The
¢ line from Wapping to Rotherhithe goes through
the tunnel built by Marc Brunel and his son Isam-
¢ bard Kingdom Brunel, the first underwater tunnel
i to be built in the world.

At Rotherhithe we went to the Mayflower, another
i pub with decking out over the river and claiming

i to have connections with the Pilgrim Fathers, a

i Greene King house. After a pint of IPA it was back

! to the train for the trip back under the Thames to

Wapping for the short walk to the Town Of

Ramsgate. However, some of us felt the urge to
visit the Captain Kidd first. This is a Sam Smith'’s
house selling Old Brewery Bitter at £1.99 a pint.

It was then a short stagger to the Town of
i Ramsgate, another long narrow pub with a small
i open area at the back overlooking the river. Here

| tried the Wye Valley HPA.

| left the party here to make my way back to
Bedford. Some of the party were getting into the

mood and planning to walk on to Tower Bridge
i and go back south of the river for some more
i pubs. | found the trip very enjoyable and can

recommend all the pubs we visited. Look out for
next year's trip!

Bill Roffe

Call 01234 303221 or e-mail fytton@googlemail.com 17



Debbie and Tony look forward to
welcoming you to the

THREE CUPS

5 well kept and conditioned real ales always
available, including a varying range of guest beers.

A Family run pub with a genuinely
warm welcome.

Food available every Lunchtime.
Fun and Friendly Quiz Every Tuesday.
Jazz Jam on the 1st Wednesday of the month.
Free WiFi available.

The original “Village Pub in Town”
45 Newnham Street, Bedford
01234 352153

CAMR

Great family pub

Safe enclosed beer garden with toys and
bouncy castle every Sunday

Serves Great fresh locally sourced food
at super prices

Sunday Carvery booking a must
Sky Sports showing all events in HD

Live Music ® Pool Darts ® Football Team

Milton Rd, Clapham, Bedfordshire MK41 6AP Tel: 01234 340114
www.foxandhoundsclapham.co.uk

\\un\'\“g‘g’& THE CHEQUERS

71 Main Road, Little Gransden

Tel: 01767 677348

CAMRA East Anglian Pub of the Year 2008
Home of Son of Sid Microbrewery
Bob and Wendy Mitchell invite you to

L. W

‘L' | try their unique unspoilt village local
1.., ' with its own special atmosphere

BEER FESTIVAL
1st - 3rd October

Hook Norton

Brewery

eturning from a few days in the
RCotswolds, Joan and | visited Hook

Norton for a tour of the brewery. There
has been a brewery in Hook Norton for over 150
years and it is still run by the same family. The
first brewery was started by farmer John Harris in
the farm malt house, which is now the visitor
centre. The present brewery, run by his great-
great-grandson James Clarke, is a Victorian tower
brewery on 6 floors. On the ground floor
is a 25 horse-power steam engine, which is still in
working order and is currently used occasionally
to power the mill to crush the malt. On the top
floor is the open cooling pan, vented by louvres
on all four sides. However, for hygiene reasons,
this is no longer used today. The liquor is drawn
from wells beneath the brewery as it was in John
Harris's day in 1849. No fertilizers or chemicals
are allowed on the fields surrounding the brewery
to protect the purity of the water. The brewery
uses locally grown barley, although they no longer
malt it themselves, and the remains from the

i mash are fed to local pigs. The commonly used
i hop varieties at Hook Norton are Fuggles,
i Goldings and Challenger.

Hook Norton Brewery has four core beers: Hooky
i Dark, a chestnut coloured ale, Hooky Bitter, a

golden session bitter, Hooky Gold, a very pale,

¢ crisp hoppy beer, and Old Hooky, a fruity beer.
i In addition, they brew a range of seasonal beers.
¢ In July this was Haymaker, a strong pale ale, but in

August it was to be Summer Haze, a light fruity

i beer which will be the first wheat beer from Hook
i Norton. Beers for bottling are currently sent
i to another brewery, but there are plans to install a

bottling plant at Hook Norton. The brewery has
47 pubs in Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire, War-

i wickshire, Worcestershire and Gloucestershire.
Within a five-mile radius of the brewery, beer is
i still delivered by a shire-horse-drawn dray.

After the tour we sampled all the draught beers
i and some of the bottled beers. My favourite

i was Hooky Bitter, but | did like July's seasonal
beer, Haymaker, and | looked forward to

i trying August’s Summer Haze.

It is advisable to book for the brewery tour: click

on www.hooknortonbrewery.co.uk/
i public_visitors/brewery_tours_and_museum.php
i or phone 01608 730384.

Terry Ferguson

Join 110,000 members of CAMRA and help fight for Britain's beer heritage 19



W h1te H orse
84 Newnham Avenue, Bedford, Bedfordshire, MK41 9PX

Beer and Banger Festival
Wed 3rd to Sun 7th Nov

Beer festival 11am to ripm

Supporting British
Pub week and British sausage Week
Thurs 4th - Charity Xmas Fayre
Programme of events

www.whitehorsebedford.co.uk
Tel: 01234 409306

Gary and Liz welcome you all to the New Improved
Bull offering great service, good food, great Beers
with 6 Casks Ales available, a family friendly
atmosphere with lots going every night of the week.
Give us a call to see whats going on!

HOME to:- Ladies Darts Team, Pool Teams Foot-
ball Teams. Join us for all the BIG Games and the

not so BIG ones wear your colours with pride!

Let us cater for your Party, Funeral, and Celebration

This is your Local — Come and say hello

ULL

259 London Road , BEDFORD

Email: 4041 @greeneking.co.uk
www.gkpubs.co.uk/pubs-in-bedford/bull-pub/

ser— e

WHAT’'S ON

Monday — Biker Meet
Tuesday — Jam Night
Wednesday — Game Console

Thursday — Poker Night
Friday — Party Night
Saturday — Live Acts
Sunday — Quiz Night

Confessions of an
Earls Court Tyro

This August your editor volunteered to work at the Great British Beer Festival (GBBF) for the first time.
I put in three days behind the bar and ended up footsore and weary — but | wouldn’t have missed the

experience, and I'll be back next year.

o — for the benefit of anyone who hasn't
volunteered for the GBBF — here is how
each day went. Get up (out of a Hall of

Tube by about 9 a.m., have breakfast in the staff
cafeteria upstairs near the Volunteers’ Arms bar.
(Free beer for all the workers!). Call at Staffing
Office to find out where you're working that day
— new volunteers don't have a permanent posting!
Sit around for a while nattering to other volun-
teers, then about 11 a.m. go to report to Bar
Manager (Buster at Bar P8 on my first day; James
at P5 on the other two days). Do any unskilled
jobs allocated by Manager, like mopping the floor.

Once the beers are on, taste them to make sure
you know a bit about each beer on that bar —
many customers will say ‘What do you recommend?”’
At 12 noon (11 a.m. on the Saturday) the public
are admitted. Business is slow at first but gradu-
ally builds up; Deputy Bar Manager comes round
allocating lunch-break times; newcomers get last

choice! | chose early lunch (12.30) each day, since

you might as well be away while business is slack.
Lunch upstairs in the staff area (£4 for a main
course; tea, coffee, juice, water and beer free) or
from one of the many food stalls on the festival
floor. Back to work — getting busier now. Gradu-
ally increasing tempo all afternoon, especially on
Friday when many people get off work early.
Evening meal break times allocated — again |
chose early (5.30 p.m.). Back at 6.15 to find all
hell breaking loose — non-stop serving till about
8.30, with other staff on their meal breaks while the
number of visitors increases rapidly.

Finally start getting the odd pause for breath from

about 9 p.m. onwards, but still busyish until clos-
ing time at 10.30. About 10.15, Deputy Bar Man-
ager comes round saying ‘Don't forget to draw a
pint for yourself before 10.30".

: At 10.30, everyone goes back behind the stillaging
with their pints, and natter about how the day has
i gone while the stewards urge the last reluctant

Residence bed) about 7 a.m. Get to Earls Court by

punters to leave. About 11 p.m., go out front again

to clean up; when you've finished, up to the staff
i area to find the Volunteers’ Arms closed (boo!).

But once everyone's there, it reopens with a

i server at every pump, so that all volunteers can

i get their final pint quickly. Go and sit down with
i pint while the day’s results are announced — how
many gallons sold, how many new members

i signed up (999 by Friday night), how much of the
i total beer still left (48% by Thursday night).

i At 12.30 a.m., departure of buses is announced

i and you file on to the bus for your Hall, ready to
collapse into bed about 1 a.m.

ST IVES BEER FESTIVAL

ST [\’E‘i
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BOOZE ON THE OUSE
16-18 September 2010
Over 55 real ales __ Foreign beer

Real cider & perry Food & soft drinks
VENUE Burgees Hall, 5t lvo Centra, ADMISSION

Westwood Road, St lves, PE27 EWU {including pragramme)

OPENING TIMES Thu- £1 5-Tpm, £2 after Tpm

Thu Spm-10.45pm Fri- £1 5-Tpm, £3 after Tpm
Sat—£1 all day

CAMRA members free admission
&l sessions

Fri 5pm-10.45pm
Sal all day frem 12neon-10pm
Families welcome until 8pm

Also ... 5t Neots Beer Festival ... 10-12 March 2011
www.huntscamra.org.uk/festival for more details

CAMRA - 35 years campaigning for real ale and real pubs in Bedfordshire 21



Branch Diary
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BRANCH business meetings are normally held on
the third Thursday of alternate months, e.g.
January and March. Social and campaigning events :
are usually held on the second Thursday of each
month.

Guests are welcome at social events, but
members have priority on brewery visits.

For latest information check What's Brewing,

or visit the branch website at
http://www.northbedscamra.org.uk

SEPTEMBER
Thursday 16 — Branch meeting
Business Meeting at the Three Cups, Newnham Street, :

Bedford, 8 for 8.15 p.m. CAMRA members only

Saturday 18 - Visit to Rushden Historic
Transport Society (Jazz & Steam Day)
Coach from the Wellie at 12:00 noon.
Bookings to Gary Mudd on 01234 741871 or
bedsocks@tiscali.co.uk

OCTOBER

Wednesday 6 to Saturday 9 — Bedford Beer
and Cider Festival

At the Corn Exchange, St Paul’s Square. Full details

in this issue

Thursday 28 — Visit to Nobby's Brewery,
Guilsborough, Northants

Preference given to those who have worked as
volunteers at the Bedford Beer & Cider Festival.
Details from Gary Mudd on 01234 741871 or
bedsocks@tiscali.co.uk

NOVEMBER

Thursday 11 — Branch Social

 JANUARY

i Thursday 20 - Branch meeting
i Business Meeting at the Three Cups, Newnham Street,
¢ Bedford, 8 for 8.15 p.m. CAMRA members only

i Details to be announced. See North Beds CAMRA
i website http://www.northbedscamra.org.uk or

¢ contact Gary Mudd on 01234 741871 or
bedsocks@tiscali.co.uk

_ Thursday 18 — Branch meeting
'| i Business Meeting at the Three Cups, Newnham Street,
¢ Bedford, 8 for 8.15 p.m. CAMRA members only

i Thursday 16 — Branch Christmas Party

i Venue to be announced. See North Beds CAMRA
i website http://www.northbedscamra.org.uk or
contact Gary Mudd on 01234 741871 or bed-

i socks@tiscali.co.uk

e -
\ LIVE MUSIC
} ON THURSDAY
NOW OPEN | & SATURDAY
WEDNESDAY! l inc. local bands
The Band and
Enquire Within

Oldlsrered Chiistlin Comiss, oc © and 554z
BRI Baanas oot froe Bletishle asc CME staiti

Don’t drink & drive - use Skyline Taxis 01908 222111

22 The Firkin — 3,000 copies every quarter distributed to local pubs and clubs

“IT'S YOUR JOCKEY, ARE YOU HERE OR NOT?”
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BEER
FESTIVAL

Exclusive HALF PRICE admission for CAMRA members —
prices from £5.50 on Friday and £10 on Saturday.

Excellent programme of racing.

Over 200 real ales, ciders and perries to sample supplied
predominantly from local craft brewers, all at £1.40 per
half pint and £2.80 per pint. Free tasting notes provided.

Gates and Bars open at 11am. Last orders 5.20pm.
Hot and cold food available all day.
Live music on both days.

s
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CAMPAIGN
FOR

REAL ALE

Free parking or a 7 minute walk from Ascot
Railway Station.



SHOP

NOW WITH CIDER

Check website for
opening times

CAMRA & SIBA
Award-winning 2
Perfect for Weddings
BBQs & Parties..

Brewed using only BN
natural ingredients

Available in bottles &
3-72pt containers

Dunsley Farm, London Road, B
Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 6HA v .
Tel. 01442 890721 h*
www.tringbrewery.co.uk uﬁm




